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Liesbeek Project Report: April 2013 
 
Project Manager: Jason Mingo 
 
This report is based on the activities undertaken by the Liesbeek Maintenance 
Project, from the period 01st April 2013 to 30th April 2013. The Liesbeek Maintenance 
Project is a project established by the Friends of the Liesbeek organization and seeks 
to maintain and enhance the ecological integrity and public interest of the Liesbeek 
River and its surrounding environs. The activities reported upon are also supported 
by teams from the Kader Asmal River Integrated Catchment Management Project, an 
initiative by the City of Cape Town to address unemployment and improve the state 
of the Metropolitan’s rivers. 
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Management Schedule:________________________________ 
 
 

Date Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6 Block 7 Block 8 Block 9 

01-Apr                   

02-Apr             W/P     

03-Apr             W/P     

04-Apr                 AC 

05-Apr         PM/CM         

06-Apr                   

07-Apr                   

08-Apr           CM       

09-Apr           CM       

10-Apr           CM       

11-Apr         L CM/L       

12-Apr         CM/W         

13-Apr                   

14-Apr                   

15-Apr             W/AC     

16-Apr           CM       

17-Apr             CM     

18-Apr           L L L   

19-Apr         CM/PM CM       

20-Apr                   

21-Apr                   

22-Apr             CM/W     

23-Apr             CM/W     

24-Apr             CM/W     

25-Apr         L L       

26-Apr           AC/P       

27-Apr                   

28-Apr                   

29-Apr           AC/P       

30-Apr             W     

          

Work Codes         

 AC - Alien Clearing  O - Off Site     

 BS - bank stabilization  P - planting     

 CM - canal maintenance PM - Pathway Maintenance    

 L - litter collection  W - weeding     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Work Summary:_______________________________________ 
 
Block 1: Source of Liesbeek River to Rhodes Drive (inclusive of all tributaries). 
Nothing to report. 
 
Block 2: Winchester Avenue to bridge over river along Kirstenbosch Drive. 
Nothing to report. 
 
Block 3: Bridge on Kirstenbosch Drive to Paradise Road intersection (M3). 
Nothing to report 
 
Block 4: Paradise Road intersection to San Souci Road Bridge. 
Nothing to report.  
 
Block 5: San Souci Road Bridge to Belmont Road Bridge. 
In preparation for winter rains, overhanging vegetation was removed from the 
canalized sections of the river within this block. General weeding and maintenance 
of rehabilitated areas was also included. 
 
The heavy rains experienced on the 17th of April resulted, in the river bursting its 
banks along areas of the trail and the deposition of flotsam material. The pathway 
maintenance included the removal of the debris from the trail and the river channel.  
 
Block 6: Belmont Bridge to N2. 
Overgrowth of vegetation, which included a variety of invasive species, was cleared 
from the canalized section of the river between Alma and Durban Road. The concern 
was that the overgrown vegetation would negatively impact on the flow of water 
along the canal during peak flows, thereby increasing flood risk. The team removed 
the vegetation between the canal wall and the low flow channel, leaving only that 
vegetation growing along the toe of the water so as to continue to provide habitat 
for the aquatic fauna. 
 
Further clearing and follow-up work was conducted adjacent to the River Park 
business complex. Planting also took place, by transferring a number of Dietes 
bicolour/grandiflora, Cyperus textilis and Prionium serratum from the neighbouring 
wetland into the cleared areas. 
 
 
Block 7: N2 to end of wetlands in front of Courtyard Hotel. 
Cuttings were taken from Carpobrotus edulis (Sour fig) for further planting along the 
embankment. The cuttings will serve as a buffer to the encroachment of the Kikuyu 
grass (Pennisetum clandestinum) into the cleared rehabilitated areas of the river 
bank. Follow up clearing of various weed species was also done in the planted and 
cleared sections of the river bank. 
 



The berm along the river bank was excavated to allow flood waters to enter the 
surrounding floodplain area. The team assisted by grading and filling in the various 
excavations to further channel and direct water into the various areas. (See 
Reconnecting the floodplain along Observatory section of the Liesbeek River, Cape 
Town at www.fol.org.za)  
 
 
Block 8: End of wetlands to Observatory Road Bridge. 
Nothing to report 
 
Block 9: Observatory Road Bridge to both confluences with Black River. 
Portions of Canna indica (Indian shot) were removed from the northern bank of 
Raapenberg Wetland. Due to the flooding that took place on the 17th of April, the 
wetland is now inundated and its pans filled with water, and therefore no further 
clearing has been able to take place. 
 

Other Activities:_______________________________________ 
 
Litter Clean-ups: 
The issue regarding the collection of bags was resolved and regular weekly clean ups 
are continuing. The flooding on the 17th of April, meant that the collection of litter 
was focused on the lower reaches of the river, where the river spilled the majority of 
the litter on to is banks. 
 
Events: 
 
- Oaklands High School for Earth Day 
A presentation was given to the grade 12’s of Oaklands High School on the plight of 
urban rivers and how our attitudes and thinking towards ensuring their preservation 
need to change. The talk was part of the schools awareness programme held on 
Earth Day (22nd of April) and is aimed at introducing various environmental issues to 
the learners. See more details at http://fol.org.za/sharing-the-future-of-urban-
rivers/. 
 
- Belladonna Garden Club 
The Belladonna Garden Club requested a tour of the river Trail from Newlands Pool 
to Belmont Road in Rondebosch. The tour aimed at providing information on the 
various activities undertaken by the Liesbeek Maintenance Project, touching on the 
various rehabilitation sites and the impact of alien invasive plant species. The Club 
graciously donated R200 to the Liesbeek Maintenance Project. 
 
 
 

Challenges:___________________________________________ 
 
The railway siding area just downstream from the Belmont Bridge area continues to 
present difficult challenges with regards to vagrancy, sanitation and litter. A meeting 
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has been requested with authorities from Metro Rail, the land owners, to come to an 
agreement to protect this area from further degradation. 
 
 

Monthly Expenditure:__________________________________ 
 
Item    Total 
Petrol:    R    631.88 
Equipment: 
Rope    R    207.00 
SASS    R 2 414.52   
PPE    R 1 908.36 
 
Overall Total:   R 5 161.76 
 
 

Report back on Milestones :_____________________________ 
 

 Sending out of donation letters 
Donation letters for plants were sent to Stark Ayres, Rosebank as well as to the 
Kirstenbosch Nursery. It is hoped the donations of plants will be made for the 
planting season between May and June. 
 

 Report on data collected through using cell phone applications. 
Due to the delay in litter collections which are used to collect data as well, progress 
has been slow and more data should be collected in the next two months to allow 
for a more comprehensive report. 
 
 

Milestones for next Report:______________________________ 
 
 Progress with replanting banks in Observatory 

 
 

 
 
 

Appendix:____________________________________________ 
 
 
 


