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A river in a 
different  
context, and 
different to most 
other rivers in 
Cape Town

A beautiful 
setting –
worth 
conserving





What have the Friends of the Liesbeek
learnt over 20 years? These next slides 

illustrate some practical outcomes



Learning from others 



Making the river accessible



Partnering with City officials & 
councillors



A dedicated Project Team





Building capacity and expertise



Finding innovative ideas



Working with the City in operations



Exploring multiple uses



Creating awareness



What we can expect from civic-minded action 
groups? This is what theory and experience shows:

People don’t 
act only out of 

self interest

People can be 
expected to 
co-operate 

and act 
collegially

Actions often 
emerge from 

deeper 
knowledge and 
understanding

Actions often 
result from an 
acceptance of 

norms and 
values of a civic 
minded group


